* PRCLO on B * 


The rituals as accounted for in the Srauta-te*ts ere 
not the product of a particular time or a day. They hare their 
tradition *Mch goes to hoary past. Moreover, they have left their 
impact to a considerable extent on later relimious tradition as 
envisaged in Hindu scriptures as veil as in practice. Therefore, 
for the critical study of the rituals, Samhltas, Brahmanas, Srauta 
Sutras and Gphyasutras serve as the beat sources. 

I. 3CTTRC BS 

I 

-S ^ ir HT T AS - Among the four samhltas of the Vedas, the Rgveda is the 
most ancient one. Although, it is not a ritualistic book yet refe- 
rences to the ritualistic cult are met vlth therein In an ample 
stock. Besides the names of the rtvlks and implements etc., the 
mention of three pressings (savanas) of Soma is also found in the 
Hgvedasamhl ta. In the Rgveda X.71.3. it has been stated *yajftena 
vacah padavlyamlyan,* ^hl ch means that the sacrificial rituals were 
regarded as a means to know the hymns. Moreover, most of the Hj?- 
vedic verses have been used by the authors of the Srauta Sutras, 
mostly in the form of yajyanuvikya. 

The rituals play a very important role in compO/liation of 
the two samhitas viz. Yajurveda and Samaveda. The order end arrange- 
ment of mantras in these two samhitas are made strictly according 
to the rituals. Though the Samhitfis of Vajurveda and Sipieveda 
borrow the mantras from the Rgvedasamhlta,yet these mantras have 
sometimes been slightly modified in their vordinm, acccrdin*? to 
the requisition of the ritual, fbr example, HV. Y. 141.1. has been 
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modified in YV.IX.28. Ihe use of this verse in the Vajapeya sacri- 

fice has been stated by Kiis YIV.5.23. Likewise, the sapans of the 
Sapaveda sarhi ta~ have been arranged 9olely in accordance to their use 
in the sows sacrifice. 

The verses of Mharvaveda saphlta have no direct relation 
with the ^rauta rituals. However, being very useful for the Brahma- 
rtvik to protect the sacrifice from any untoward happening, they pay 
be regarded as connected with the Institution of sacrifice. Moreover, 
the Vaitaha Srauta 3utra quotes several verses frop the Mharvaveda 
samhita in certain ritual 3 . 

1h*op the above accounts it is clear that the different 
saphitas of the Vedas are the first source of study for ri tualist^ic 
purpose. It is to be noted that the rituals as found in these 
saphitas are not of very complicated nature. However, a gradual 
development from simplicity to complication is apparent in the 
rituals of Yajurveda and S#iaveda. 

BR %HM iS - hith the passage of time due to various reasons rituals 

became wore elaborated and their growth has been recorded in the 

2 

Brahpanas ^hich have a large number.' Ihe method of the Brahmanas 
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4i ta reya 


Ba^cala 

* 
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of dealing with the rituals 5s very comp r eh en sive and elaborative. 
Their aim was to explain the sacrifices pointing out their signifi- 
cance and to establi A the ritualistic doctrines. They an*wer not 
only how and vhat rituals are to be performed but they give ana^sr 
as also to why they are so. They provide ample material *or the 
study of rituals from various angles such as religious, sociological, 
philosophical, mythological, etymological etc. It the same time they 
deal with the various duties and functions of the rtviks and other 

classes of people of the Society. The Hgvedlc Brlhmapas deal with 

Brahmana s 

the duties of Beta, the Taj urvedl.fi/wl th the duties of 'Idhvaryu, the 
sajBavedl c Brahmanas with the duties of TTdgata and the ^tharvavedlc 


Yajurveda 

(Sukla) 

Samaveda 


Madhyandina 
K authuma 


Jalmlnlya 

\ 


t 

fttharvaveda ^aunaka 


/ 

Sataratha 

Pancavlm^a (Tandyamahff) 

Sadavlmsa (Its last pra- 
pffthaka consists of 

%dbhuta Br.) 

3amavl<iiina 

hrseya \ 

Mantra 

Bevatidhyaya 

Vam ia / 

\ 

3amhltopanl?ad - 

Jalmlnrya 

Jalmlnlyopan sad 

^ ^ ( Talavakat*a> 

Irseya 

(3opatha 


Brahman a with the duties of Brahma. The duties cf the Yajamaha 
have been dealt vith ttm In almost all the brahman as. 

ds a matter of fact ve have a large number of Brahmanas 
and they are very useful fbr the study of rituals from sociological 
point of view. But, among them the datapaths Brahmana of the Yajur- 
veda has a special significance for the treatment of rituals. Tt 
gives a very elaborated detail of sacrifices. It deals with Darsa- 
purnamasa (I ) : 4gnyadhana, Punaradhina, ^gnihotra, Pln^api tryajna, 
jfgrsyana, Dak sayan a and Cfturrasyas (II); *gni?toma and its addi- 
tional forms (III ft IT): YsTjapeya, Ha'Jasuya and Caraka 3autramanl 
(V): tgnieayana (VI-X): parts of Darsarurnamasa and Pa^obandha (II) t 
Dgldasaha, Sattras, Prsyaselttas and SautramanI (HI): iSvamedha, 

Purusamedha, Sarvamedha and Pitrmedha (XIII): and Pravargya (ITT). 

f — 3 t 

3RIT>T<1 IQ Tft - The Srauta Sutras mainly aim at giving accounts 
of rituals. These texts could be stated as technical guides vhiefh 
are very helpful In guiding a perfarmer of Sr«uta rituals. The 
Srauta sfftras closely follow their respective Brahmanas and rut 
forth the rituals in a clear, complete and systematic vey. They 
are iprovement upon the rituals of the Brihmanas. The BrShmanas 
give answers to ’what', ’how' and ’why 1 about a ritual whereas the 
Srauta sfltras confine themselves only as to *hat and bov. ’^y' is 
not answered here because they are the manuals providing directions 
to the rtviks fbr the performance of rituals. 

Belatlonshlr between Brahmanas and Srauta Sutras *- ihe irauta 

Sfitras are mainly based on the Brihmanas. The rituals described 

therein constitute the nublei of the Srauta sutras. Insrite of 

their being based on the brihmanas of their own recensions they do 
*• • • • • • ~ •"* • • mm • mt • ** • ** • • • • ** • ** •** •"* •** • • • • 
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not restrict themselves to utilize the material from them only, 
they used material from the Brahmanas of other schools also. *br 
Instance, the Indebtedness of Katyayana 3raut.a Sutra has extended 
to Tandy* Mriha Brahmana related vi th the rituals of a different 

» *V * 

v eda i.e. the S^maveda. The three chapters viz. XXII, XXHI, 

XXIV of K^S are mostly based on the Tandya-Mahi-Brihmana. 

The Brahmanas explain vhat, hov and «by about a ritual 
vhereas the irauta sutras deal with only vhat and how. 

Sometimes the vldhl elements have been reduced by the 

.5 x 

Sraut£« Sutras. However, sometimes the Srauta shtras have given 
elaborated rituals In comparison to their Brihmanas. 


4. Cf. Singh, K.P.i \ Critical Study of KSS, pp. 53-60. 
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The irauta Sutras, vhile deriving material from their 
respective Brahmanas, do not keep the order of sections and chapters 
of the Brahmanas. Fbr example the description of rituals itound in 
Katyayan* Srauta Sutra is not the same as found in ^Br. ids II. 1. 
is related to ^Br.1. 1. 1. 1-11, Pereas K3S IT. 2. to SBr.I.7.4. 13-22 
and ids II. 3. a*ain to s'Br.1. 1. 1. 12 - 1.1.3-12. 


n. STTRVgy c? &R \TTT \ 3fTTR"S 

Ve find mention of larye number of Srauta Sutra texts 

some of ^ilch have not seen the light of the day. They have not 

been published as yet. ?br example, Kausltaki sfrauta Sutra is 

£ 

still in manuscript form; The Vadhula Srauta Sutra is also in 
manuscript form. Those vh! ch have been publl shed are as follovs:- 


7eda Recension Srauta Details 

Sutra 

*„.* 3*kala a„J tW v,th of 

Baskaia ) lay an a Darigya !7Srayan & « Bibliotheca Tndiea, 

Calcutta, 1864-74* Bfl.by Canesh 
Shastri, Viandasrama Sanskrit Series 
No. 81 , Poona ISHCI 1017* Bd.by kaniral 
Dev Sastri with Siddhanti Bhasya 
(Purva Satka), Banaras, TP 38; pre- 
sently it is beinf publiAed with 
tiie four commentaries of Na ray an a , 
Siddbffnti, Devasvami and Devatrita, 
from 7.7.3.I.S.& 1 • 3. (P.tt. ) , 
Hoshiarpur. 


Bask ala Saihkhi- Id. by Hillebrandt vi th the commen- 

yana tr^»* of Varadattasuta Anartlya, 

Bibliotheca Indlea, 1888 ff.; l?hm. 
tr. by Caiand and Loke<jh Chandra, 
Nasrpur, TP53. 


(f. Cf. Baideva TJpadhyaya: Vedic S4bltya aur Sam^crti* Hindu 
Vi^vavldyalaya, KisI, ?hd ed. , 1P58, p.386. 

7 . Oar era N arayapa on Sslv. 1 . 1. 1. 
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Yajurreda TaittirTya Baudhayana 

(Krana) 

* * * 

Bhar^vIJa 


Spastanba 


Sstyasa iha- 
HiranyakesX 

VaikhSoasa 
Vadhula 


MaitrtyanI Manava 


Varaha 


Ed. by Caland, Bibliotheca Indies, 
Calcutta, 190 4- 94. 

Ed . by HSfbu VI r (only I-X3T, In 
art', Journal of Vedie Studies, 
aibope, 1P33*34« Ka shikar , 0* 0. * 

The Sraut®, Pitnnedba and Pari- 
gesa Sutras of Bharadvaja, Part 
I (text), Pt. II. (5har.tr.) , Vedle 
San&dhana Mandala, Poona, 1964. 

3d. by Qarbe, H; Bibliotheca Indies, 
Calcutta, IBB!?- 190 3; <1 err an tr.bv 
Cal and* Pra^nas I-VTI Gottinjren, 
7991* ^ITI-XV Amsterdam, 1994* 
Tn-TTIl Amsterdam, 1998. Nith 
the com. of lamafnl, thfirtasviml, 
Hudradatta Vrtti, (Prsiia 9-10) 

3 Vols. § unto Prasna 10, Govt. 
Oriental Library, i94#-60? Bd.by 
Chlnnasvaml Sastrl with the conn, 
of Thurtasvirl, Vols.T 9c II, 

Oriental Institute Barode, 1955, 

196 3. 

Ed. by Kasfcinath Shastrl and 
Sliankara Shastrl, ShandaArara. 
Sanskrit Series Poona» 1907-39, 

Prasnas XIX and XX (Qrhya Portion) 
ed.by Kirste, Ji Vienna, 1889. 

Bd.by Cal and, Bibliotheca Indira, 
No. 965, 1941. 

Bd. (in parts) by Caland* Acta 
Ori entails, Vols. I, II, IV, VI. Pre- 
sently Dr. Bra j Bihar 1 Chau bey, 
(V.V.B.I.3.A 1.3. (P.17.), Ho shl ar- 
por) has edited the entire text 
for the first time. It Is In 
press these days and is i?oinp 
to be published front Pan Jab Uni- 
versity Indolofical Series, (P.17.) 
Hoshlarpur. 

I to V ed. by F.Knau^er, St.PAer- 
burf, 1900* Vi Cay ana'" by J.F.Van 

Colder, Leyden, 1991; Complete 
text ed. by Van Qelder, New Delhi 
1961* Bri^. tr. 1963, 

8d. by Caland and Haahu Vira, 
Lahore, 1934. 
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ld. by Weber, corpri si n w. of the 
commentaries of Karka, Devayi jnika 
Berlin, 1855? vj th Karka' s cor., 
Banaras, 1503-08? vlth Vldyadhara'g 
cor., Banaras, 1530; vlth Deve- 
yajftika' s Paddhatl , Banaras, 1033, 
Erf.tr, by Ranade, TT. 3. t Boon a, 

1578. 

M.by Caland, ARM HI, Lelpalf, 

1508? Sk? ed. with the cor ft. of 
Vara da raj a , pub. by B.R.Sharma, 

V.V.R.T., Roahlarpor, 1975. 

Ed. with Aeni scarin' s corr. by 
Inandacandra, BlbOLiotheea Tndlca, 
187S? ft fev chapters translated 
Into German by B. Simon, ZTT, 

Vfcl.II, 1523, pp.lff? Praaias I ft 
II with saralS comr.by Mtjknnd Jha, 
3anarag, 1532. 

Barjayanlya Drahyayana 2-T ed. by J.N. Reuter, London, 

1504? XI - XT V by Ra*hu Vira, Journal 
of 7edlc Studies, Vol.I, 1534. 

Jaimlnfya JaimlnTya Ed. D. Qaastra, Leyden, 1506-08, 

tr.ln Dutch by D. Gaa stra t Jalmlnfya- 
^rautasutrayrttl ed. by Premnl<til 
Sfigtrd, Nev Delhi, 1566. 

N1 dan a sutra Bd.by Satysrrata Sa®asraml In the 

Journal ’TJ^ha’, Calcutta, 1896? 

I. L-7 Pub. by Weber, Indlsche 
Studlen VIII, pp.83-125. Kallash- 
nath Bhalaiaear, Lahore, 1939, 

?^d edition, Darya ranj, Delhi ,1571. 

/ 

fttharva- Saunaka Val tana F/l.by Garbe, London, 1878? Bn p. Tr. 
veda " Strassbur*, 1878. German Tr.by 

Cal and, Amsterdam, 1510? %r»tr. 
of 27 kandlkfts by S.N.XW Ghoaal, 
IHQ, 34, Calcutta, 1959? Sd.by Kcarra 
Vlavaban-fiu and others, vlth the 
comm, call ed % gepfin uvi dh 1 by 
Somldltya, V.V.R.f. HoShlarpur, 
1967. 

SlTSCFT ft SDTRftS OF THE ROVED*?- 

Saiyalayana jrauta Sutra ;- 'Bie subject matter of iav. ds has been 
divided Into tvelve ftdhyayas -ihlch include Darsipurnamasa (I)? 


g. W>r detailed study tee Ka shikar, C. G. : A Survey of ^rauta Sutras, 
Chap ter II . 


Ysjurveda Kadhyandlna Katyayana 
( S^ukla) 


Sam a veda Arseya- 

kalpa 


Kauthuma Latyayana 


tJUiyadheya, tgnihotra, Pindapl trvajna, tovarambh anfyestl , ivraya- 
ne?ti, Kawya l^tayah, Caturmasyanl (II), Wirodhapasu, Sautramani, 

Prgyascittani (III): Jyotistoma (IV- VI)* Sattras (VTI-VIII): 

• * * 

%ahas (1)0? ViJnas ( X) , Gavamayana (XI) and other 3attmas (XJT). 
this ^rauta Sutra prescribes the duties of T *ota and his assistants. 
Hoyevec, it also prescribes the duties of Brahma and yajamana. T7n- 
like the other SrautiL sotras isv.33 does not have any paribhasa 
section. It provides paribhasas at different places. Ritualistic 
accounts in this srauta sutra are dhort. 


iankV^rana 3rauta Sutra :- Sah33 is divided into eighteen *Mhyayas 


They oomrrjse of Paribhasa (1.1-2)? hftrsapurnapaafl.(T. 3-17) ? ^«nya- 


dheya (II. 1-5)? <brnihotra (II. 6- 17), Other istis (ITJ.l-ll)t 
I«n*ayaiia (III. 12)? Caturetasyas ( I II . 12- 18) ? Prayascl ttas (III . lp.nr) 
Rrahmatva, Yajanana etc. (III. 21-1 V,2l) ? ^eni stoma (V-VTTI)* Other 
soma sacrifices (IX)? Dvodasaha (X)s tifnas and Sattras (XI-XITI)t 
%ahas (fXIV. i - XVI. 18): fcottara ^hfna* (XVI. 10.30) and 1*aha- 
vrata (XVII- xvni). This srauts 3fitra closely follows the Sahklwra- 

yana BrShmana. Oontrary'to the X^valayana 4s, it ha« its paribhasa 

-/ ' 

section. It is more ertsnslve in comparison to the *svS3. It pro- 
vides a detailed account of Purusamedha. The linguistic peculiari- 
ties of this irauta 3i)tra have been pointed out by Lokesh Chandra 


in his introduction to Caland’ s translation cf the present ^rauta 


sutra. 


3R»JTT*l 3hTR\3 0 * TB? Y jJPRVRDt: 

7 - - J 

Baudhayana arauta Sutra :- Bandhayana 33 elves a detailed account 
of ^rauta rituals runninp into thirty P^ra^tas. The contents of 
this irauta sutra are as such: barsarurnema sa (1): ^gnyatheya (ID? 
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T)asadhyayika (Punaradheya, ftgnihotra, ^rayana, Yajamana etc.) 
(Ill); P a so ban dha (TV); Caturmasyas (V), Agni stoma ^T-VXTI); 
Fravarsrya (IX); Agnicayana (X)* Vajapeya (XI); Baja soya (TIT), 

T stlkalpa (TT7I); Aupanuvakya (XIV); A^vamedha (XV); Dvadasaha 
(XVI); Uttapa tati ; Atl ratra etc. (XVII); TJttara tat 3 : %ahas 
(XVIII) ; Kanaka Cay ana (XIX); Dvaidha (XXL XXIII); Karmlnta (XXIV- 
XXVI); Praya^citta ( XXVII- XXI X) ; J>ulba (XXX). In this Srauta Sutra 
mantras have been quoted in their full **orm vfclch have been **ollov- 
•d by the injunctive part. Its language and style are those of 

the Brahmanas. In the main sutra- text several portions vere iris- 

% «*• 

Placed at a very early period and evidences to this resrect have 
been provided by Ka shikar in his daurvey of arauta Sutra' (p. 46) . 
Bharadvaja Srauta Sutrat- The Bharadvaja Srauta Sutra has been 
divided into fifteen Prainas. The Srauta sfltra describes Tiar^a- 
pQrnamasatt ( Xdhvaryaya) (1 ,1 T ,1 IT . 1- 13) , Oar sap urn ara sau ( Brahma tva) 
(III. 14- 18); hEkrsapurnamasau (Yaj aoiana) (IV) ; Agnyadheya (V)» \mi - 
hotra (VI. 1-14); ^grayana (VI. 16-18); N irodha-pa suban dh 8 (VII); 
Caturmasyas (VIII); P urvap reya sei tta (IX); Jyotistoma (including 
Pravargya ^dhvaryava) (XLXIV) ; Jyoti'stoma (Brahmatva) (TV. 1-5). This 
srauta sutra does not quote the mantras in their full form. Here 
first comes injunction and then the mantra. There is no separate 
section of paribhfcsas in this Srauta sutra. Some of the li.ngui»tlc 
peculiarities of this Srauta sutra have been recorded by Ka shikar, 
in his Survey of Srauta Sutras" (pr. 55-66). 

r / 

foastamba Srauta Sutrai- The %astamba Srauta Sutra, belonerinr to 
the T&ittirTya recension, has twenty six Fra &n&s to cover its sub- 
ject matter. The division is as such: Darsapurnamasau (I-TV); 


ignyadheya ( : Afnlhotra (VI); wirudhapasubandha (VII); Caturmasyas 
(VIII); Prfiya^cltta (IX): Agni stoma ( X- XII I) ; Ukthya and other Soma- 

Sacrifices (XIV); Pravargya (XV); ignleayana (XVI, XVII); ^ijapeya 
and Raj a soya (XVII I); Sautramanf, Ka’th aka Cay an®, Kamya Paso and 
Kamya I sti (XIX); &£yamedha, Purusamedha and Sarvamedha (XX); ng,s. 


L. 


a, Qavamayana etc. (XXI); Bkahas and AhTn&s (XXII); Sattras 
(XXIII); Parlbhisa, Pravara, Hautraka (XXIV). and Mantrapltha (XXV, 
XXViy. its 27th Prasha covers Orhy a- portion, 28th and 2Pth cover 

f 

Tharma sdtra and 30th Prasna is sulba sutra. Ihe Apastamba Sraujta 


Sntra Is contrary to the Sharadvaja Srauta Sotra In its composition. 

; 

This sotra first fives mantra and then injunctive part. The Srauta 
Sutra points out the vievs of others by sayinf *eke*. It has em- 


ployed formulas from Taittirlya B^ahmana also. Mantras and formulas 
from Talttlrfya Samhita have been used in their 'Pratlka' form but 
from the TBr. in their full form. 


Satya sadha-^iraoyake&T sutra:- This sutra runs into twenty nine 
pra^nas. They include: Parlthlsa (1.1); Dar^ipuraamasau (I.Sff.II): 
ignyadiaya (111,1-6); ifnihotra (111,7): Xfrayana (III. 8); Nirudha- 
pa^ubandha (I '0 ; Caturmasyas (V); Yajwana (VI): Jyoti stoma (VIJ-X): 
Afnicayana (XI, XII), Vajapeya, Rajasuya and Caraka SautramanKxiII) 
Asvemedha, Purusamedha a n d Sarvamedha ( XT V) ; P riya ^ci tta s (XV) t 
Dvadasaha; Mahavrata and Cavamayana (XVI), ®cihas, Ahlnas (XVII); 
Sattras ( XVIII) t Qrhyasutra (XIX, XT); Hautra, Fravara (XXI); Op- 
tional Istis and Animal sacrifices (XXII); Sautramanl (KaukllT) , 

X t 

Savas, Kathakacayana (XXTII); Pravargya ^XIV); Sulba sutra (XXV); 
tharmasutra (XXVI, XXVII): BharadvSja ntrmedha (XXVIII, XXTX). 

This srauta sutra is closely related to the %>astawba irauta sutra 
and its sutras are verbally identical with the sflftras of tile latter. 
Its sutras, sometimes, a free with the Injunctions of the Bharadvaja 
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Srauta Sutra. Sutras are not brief, here. To show the views of 
others ’’eke samamanan tl * ha s been used. 

t ! 

Vajkhlnasa Srauta Sutra the contents of the Vaikhanasa Srauta 
Sutra are as such: Agnyadheya (I)? **nihotra (II); DarSarurnapasau 
(III- VII), A^rayana (vni.1-7); Caturmasyas (VTIT.3-TX. 1?) ; Nirudha- 

pasubandha (X); SautramanI (caraka) (XI. 1-6); Paribhas* (XI .7-11); 

♦ ' 

Agnistoma with Pravergya (Xl'I-XVI): Hkthya: 3oda<£in, Atiratra and 
Ap troya®a (XVII. 1-6); Vajapeya ( XVI 1. 7- 18) ; Arnica-ana ( TVIJ j , XT T) ; 
rrayaselttas at the Ij^is (XX) and I?aya4eitta3 at Soma (XXI). 'bils 
Srauta Sutra is preceded by the Grhyasutra comprising of eleven 
Prainas. Hence twelfth prakia of the entire sutre becomes the 
first prasna of the A f aikbahasa afrauta sfltra. Ihe Pindapi tryajna 
has been describiwi in its Oihya portion that Is %hy in the Srauta 
Sfitra (III. 6) there is only a mention of it. Its grammatical pecu- 
liarities have been pointed out by Caland. 

_ i _ I 

Vadhula Srauta Sutra :- The Va dh ul a Srauta Sutra also belongs to the 
TbittirTva recen-ien. ^e.land has published his results vl th a 
number of extract from the srauta stftra in Aeta Orientelia, Vol s. 

I, II, III, VI. Now, Dr. Bra j Biharl fheubey (^ Tr .B.T.3.1 1.3. , P.H., 
Ho^iarpur) has worked upon the entire text and is br5n«rlnm out its 
critical edition in entirety. This is very important Siauta Sutra 
from the ritualistic study point of view, Srauta sutra, first, 

fives the mantra in ’Pratlka' then Injunction and a^gin rest of the 

man tra . 

_ > _ t 

pan sva Srauta Su t ra : - The Hanava Srauta Sutra, belonsrinm tc Maltrff- 
yanl recension, describes foil ovlnn sacrifices* Par sap u^ar* sew 
AfnySdheyam, Afnihotra, Xfra;/nna, ^unarSdhej'a, C?rturmi sya r, Pa 4n (T): 
Afni stoma (II); Prfiyas&l ttas (III): Pravargya (IV): I?tik»lpe (V): 
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Cayana (VI); Vajapeya, DrSdasaha and Gavamayana (VII); inuerahlka 
( VIII) | lajasuya, ASvamed ha, Bkahas, tifnas, 3attras and Gonamika 

' f f 

(IX); Sulbasutra and V&lanava (30; Farlslstas, Pravara and Sraddha 

f 

(XI) $ The Srauta sutra is of the descriptive nature. However, 
detailed definitions are not met with in this Srauta autre. Here 

the mantra preceds the injunction. Farihhasas are found only in a 

« 

few opening siitras. 

_ / _ ] 

Varaha frrauta Sutra *- The Va rah a orauta Sutra consists of three 

parts. Its first part is 'T rak satan ik as?* vhich includes Paribhasa 
(T.l); Yajamana (1.2-4)* Brahmatva (1.5-6); narsapurnamasau (II. 1- 
III. 7): Aynyffdheya (IV. 1-4); Funaradheya (V. l.); ienihotra (V.H-3)* 
ignyupasthana (V.4); igrayana (v.5>; FaiubaRdha (VI. 1-7) and Citur- 
masyas (VTJ.l-5). Th a second rart comprises of only *igni cayana, The 
third part is *Vajapey§dik«m* vhidi consists of Vajapeya (T.l-2)* 

Wei daWie (II . 3^2) : Gavamayana (II. 3); Htsarijflpam ^yanam (II. 4); 
Mahevrats (II. 6); ^cada^ini (II. 6); lautramanT (II. 7-8); Hajasuya 
(HI. 1 - 4 ) end 3^ramed!ia (IV. 1-5). Besides quo tin*; mantras from 
Maj travanT- samhi ta, the srauta sutra cites mantras from other saw- 
hitss ai so. Here mantra is followed by the injunctive portion. Its 
sutras, though being short, are not difficult to understand. 
Katvffvana slrauta Sgtra* - The Ka tyayana Srauta Sutra, belonsring to 
the Vffjasaneya Samhita, covers its subject matter in twenty sir 
chapters. Die division of the srauta sutra followsas such* Pari- 
thsss (I); Dar^apurriamffsio (II-III) ;Findapi tryajna, Dffksayanaya jna, 
^lvarfimfchanTyesti , Xgrayanesti, ^gnyadhana, ^gnihotra (IV);Citur- 
mSsyas f If) s Vi rfjrjJhapa subandha (VI); Agnistoma (VII-XI); TVadasiha 

(XII) , Gavffmayana (XIII); Vajapeya (XIV); rtSjasuya (XV); ignicayana 
( XVI - XVI II); Kaukilt SautrSmanl (XIX); A&vamedha (XX); Furusamedha, 
Sarvamedha and Fitrmedha (XH); %5has (XXII), ihTnas ( XXI II-XXIV) ; 
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Praya^clttas (XXV) and Pravargya (XX7I). The Srauta sutra follows 
the order of mantras and the injunctions of the VS and SBr. , res- 


pectively. Pros and cons of a topic have been discussed forever 
necessary. The presentation of Srauta sacrifices found in this 


sutra i s in a more comprehensive and systematic way th**n other 
srauta sutras. Its sutra style is more refined and economic. 


TRR i r < VTT 1 SOTRiS (■? 


ter* 



♦ 

* 


irseyakalpa :- The contents of the ir sey afcalpa ,ar<3 a 3 follows* 
davamayana (Prapathaka 7-II) * Ek aihas (TIT-7); "hTr.as (VT-Vin)? 
Sattras (IX-XI). The KsudrasiJtra consists of Kamya and Preysseitta 


Skaha* (I.l- II. P); iadahas (11.10-14); Dvadaaahas (11.15-111.16). 
The irs^yakalpa jjives the list of iamans to be chnnted in the numer- 


ous rites. It also mentions the number of stomps in iihich a parti- 
cular saman is to be chan tel. Tho irseyakaipa closely Allows the 
T'ancavim^a Brahmapa. In its style it resembles the Baudhayan® and 
Sankhayana irauta sutras. 

Latyeyena gran ts id tra :- The Latyayane 4rauta sutra has been divided 
into ten Prapathakas. Its subject matter includes following sacri- 
fices: ienistorra (1,11), «hfnas (in, 77)* CdturtrSTsya Brahmatva (7); 
Samaklpti (^,711)* %ahas (7TTI, IX. 1-4); ihiTnas ( I X. 5- 19) ; Battras 
( X) . The Srauta sutra states only the names of the semens to he 

recited in various rituals. Passages from the Pancavimia Briihmana 

« 

have been quoted in this srauta sutra. 

t , 

Prahyayana ira u ta 3atra :- The DrShySyan a srauta sutra, belonging to 
the Ranayaniya recension of the Simaveda, runs into XTXTI Fatalas. 
The srauta sutra r, re scri bes Jvotl stoma (1-7IT)* devffmayana (7III-XI) 
Bfahma+va (XIl-XT)* <hTnas (XTI-TTO* Pkahas (XXXI- XX7T)* ^svamedh® 

( XX7TI ) * 3a tt ra 3 ( XT7I H- XXXII) , The srauta sutra is similar to th- 


mm 


I.at. Sr. Sutfcx to a considerable extent. 

Jaiminfya iranta Sutra :- the Jaiminfya irauta Sutra, belonging to 
the Jaiminfya recension of the Sajnavedn, 3s a smaller one and is 
divided into twenty six khan das. The srauta sutra states the names 
of those samsnas vhich are chanted at Jyeti stoma and at the rites 
related to 3 1. It also states the sarans to be chanted at the 


rites related to the setting up of the sacred ^ires and the Vni- 


cayana. 


7al tan a 

"7 

t*aun»ka 


THTRt 0? VIH * *R7 V/8Dft :- 

Srauta Sutra:- The Vai tana Srauta Sutra belongs to the 

/ _ 

recension or the Itharvaveda. The ^rauta sutra has be«i 


divided into eight idhyavas. It describes tlie follovin* sacrifices: 
Parlhh^sa & harsanurnamagau (I): ignyfidheyam, Ignihotra, Irambhanes- 
tih, Oaturmesyas and Pasubandlia (II); ignistoma, ityagnistoma, 
TTkthya, Sode^f, Itlrfftra, '/a3apeya end AptorySm (TII-IV)? t^nieayana 
and Sautrer anT < V) ; lavirtayana (71); Rajasuya) tsvamedha, Puru^a- 
medha and Sarvam edh a (71?); mi %3ha« stc trn-vikSra s, TiiTna-stotra- 
7ikaras and ^§mya-ya^ha s (7ITI). The irauta Sutra begins with ’’atha 
Vaitanasva brahma karmawi'* etc. t -h 3 ch seems to he the base its 
name i.e. 7aitaff» irauta sntra. To sore extent it is based on the 

Gopatha Brahman a. The irauta sutra is the latest In the literature 

* 

of its kind therefore it lacks original matter. 


III. PL 71 0ZJ23, WHK 

The Irauta literature is very vast and has a great signi- 
ficance in the field of science of sacrifice. Much has been written 
about both the srauta Sutras and the sacrifices, in the form of 
research papers and books. Ir. C. l.Ka shikar has studied the ritua- 
listic texts very seriously and has contributed a large number of 


papers on almost all aspects of Vedic rituals. Many other scho- 
lars like R.N. Dandekar, 3. 4. Dan re, G.U. Thite, G.Y. JosM, V.Y. 
Bhide, N.J. ihende, H. G. Ranade, N.B. Dave, D. Yi^vanadha Pastry, 
K. Kri shnamurthy, T.?l. Dharma dh i ka ri , R.B, ^armarkar, 3.C. Chakra- 
barti, 3.0. Choudhnri etc. hay® contributed a good number of 
research papers in the field of irsuta rituals. 

' 4 survey of Srauta Sutras’ by C.O. Kashikar, *1 Criti- 
cal Study of Katyayana irauta Sutra’ by K.P. Singh, 'Ritual Sutras 
by J. (ton da; 'Culture and Civilisation as Revealed in *he Srauta 
Sfftras' by R.M.Sharma, aoe the important vorks carried in the 
field of Srauta literature. N.N. Bhattabharya in his "ineient 
Indian Rituals and their Soeial Contents*' covered only some of 
the rituals for bis study. This t*crk does not take all the srauta 
rituals in its purview in detail. The Western scholars, e.«r. Weber 
$>rbe, Rillebrandt, J.Kirste, *,Kanaver, Caland, J.H. Reuter, 0. 
Ooastra, J.M. Van Oelder, R. Simon, have also worked by editinr 
or trsnslatine the texts of the Srauta sutras. 4s a matter of 
fact attempts have been made by both Indian and Western scholars 
in the field of irauta Sutras in one or the other form. But non© 
of the scholars has studied these rituals from the sociological 
point of view ’.hi ch should have been carried on for establishing 
snd bringing into liabt the proper and genuine sign! finance of 
th © Pi tuai s. 

In order to understand our great heritage of a consider- 
able long period the study of Srauta rituals was lone felt desi- 
deratum for, they have a significant sociological value. Today, 
when the Srauta rituals are novhere in practice, it becomes more 
essential to study them in order to know about the society which 
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no lender exists. This Is the reason that a meek attempt has been 
made In this direction in the form of present study. It is hoped 

that it would be helpful in knowing the norms and living of Vedic 

/ 

society. The Kityayana Srauta Sutra, being the representative and 
most significant* as well as authentic woric on «rauta ritual s^has 
been selected as the base of this stu Gy. 

The study in question consists of two parts : 1) fitaffJTA 
HI? n*T,3, ill S0CI0LC0IC1T. 3T "W. The first part includes two 
charters In it. one begins to study the rituals, one confronts 

vi th the problems, namely, idiat the ritual is, vh s t are its types, 
*hst is its origin and development, and what relations has it with 
religion, mytholcey and. magic? 3 these problems have been dis- 
cussed in detail in the first chapter, namely, "Orlein and Develop- 
ment of Hitn*ls rt . 

a base for the sociological study of ^rauta rituals, 
a detailed account of the ^rauta- sacrifices constitutes the subject 

of the second charter. Though no novelitv is claimed In giving 

/ 

details of ttie rituals, the copious references from other brauta 
SQtras givem in this Chapter will be very helpful for the compara- 
tive study on irauta Sutras. 

The second part of this study opens with the third 
chapter. The yajam^na was the pivot, of ir&uta rituals. Hi a 
eligibility was determined by keeping the different factors in 
view. He used to perform rituals id th certain desires. He him- 
self used to carry a few activities even than he was an important 
personality in the sacrifices. ill these results have been 
achieved in the third chapter i.e. Performer of irauta Rituals. 

’•bm^n enjoyed a good position in Vedio Society. The wi^e 
of the yajam&na used to participate in the performance of irauta 
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sa orifices. Her eligibility to participate in the rituals was also 
deteT’rin*-! taking various aspects into account. In her absence the 
sacrifice was net considered as complete. Besides the vife of the 
yaiajaaha, other women of society al so used to take pert. These 
facts have bean brought into light bv studying the Srauta rituals 

t 

in the fourth char.; ter, nsmely, Rbmen in Srauts rituals. 

The krauts rituals were very comrlicated *hi. could not 
be performed bv a single person. In their performance, the ys 3 ®»an» 
was assisted bv some experts known as j*t»Hks. He 7 * the 4 r accurate 
performance, the ri tuals required the experts having certain 

specific qualities. The number of these ptviks w?.s also restricted 

in the sacrifices. The procedure o^ their selection^ on 1 functions 

perfbrmed b y each rtvik have been discussed in the fifth chapter 

* 

vis. 0 e irauta Hituais* 

like any other society, Vedic society was also divided 
into four main va*nas and other mixed ones. r fhe people belonging to 

different va^nas used tr perform sacrifice. 1 ; and at the same time they 

\ 

helped each other by lending their heir in 7 hand and carrying ii rf ©_ 
rent services. The sixth chapter i.e. Participation of Different 
^amas in arauta Hitnals, deals with the rartlciratlon && and rune- 

r 

tions of differaot vamas In Srauta rituals. 

« 

Distribution o^ dak si n a was an Ircrovtart ritual. The 

* % 

time of distribution of dak sin a fixed but not the same r o" all 

dim. ^ 

types of sacrifices. In the seventh chapter vis. Largesse (Dakaina) 
of 'irauta Rituals, 't has been established that daksinff was a soclo- 

9 * 1 

economic arrangement of Vedlc sccietr/. 

%r the per foxyt, 'Vice of srauta rituals the presence of 
certain materials was must. They were of varying nature and kinds. 
Certain purposes always remained behind the use of these materials. 
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Besides offering-material s, a large number of implements vr« also 
emrloved in the Sranta ritual*. In the eighth chapter different 
habits and professions cf the people of Vedj e Society have been 
brought out. 

Praya^citta rituals constitute an Important part of 
Vedlc sacrificial rituals. Various discrepancies led the perfor- 
mance of Fraya^cltta rituals. In the ninth chapter i.e. J$*r i a on s , 
various asrects of these rituals have been dealt. vith. 

In the concluding portion o' the present study It has 
b*dn shnvn that the srauta rituals are the best means to preserve 
the ancient Vedl e traditions ah! oh still are 3r» practice in the 
society vithout knowing their significance. 


* & 0 * * 


